Introduction
Overall, the aim of major infrastructure projects to exploit natural resources, such as large dams and extractive industries for hydrocarbons and hard minerals, is to improve economic growth and wellbeing in a country or region. Yet, many studies show that the people living in the proximate areas frequently do not share in these benefits, and often suffer major economic, health, and cultural losses. This chapter focuses on these kinds of major infrastructure projects in developing countries, considered important and beneficial nationally, yet disruptive and even detrimental in the remote areas that are home to indigenous peoples and their communities.
1 It is important to review the social impacts of these projects because world trends indicate that infrastructure development will reach practically all remote areas, communities, and peoples in the twenty-first century, and global demands for energy and natural resources will require a major expansion of large-scale infrastructure projects. With current global concern for the environment and the social condition of vulnerable people, there are opportunities and new approaches to improve distributional impacts of major infrastructure projects. This chapter shows the positive developments in this regard and issues that still need to be addressed.
This chapter begins with the factors that drive development in remote areas, considering location aspects of natural resources such as water and minerals, growing demand for and competition over these resources, and the pressures to expand coverage of services to local citizenry. The next section introduces the numbers, conditions, and concerns of indigenous peoples who live in the areas where infrastructure expansion is taking place. This is followed by examples of major infrastructure projects to identify features in their design and execution that impact local peoples. In particular, the issues of building large dams and the expansions of extractive industries, specifically hydrocarbon and hard mineral industries, are reviewed because they are the most "potentially invasive" development projects in remote areas, and with a high probability to affect indigenous peoples and their communities (Asian Development Bank 2007: 8) .
The third section analyzes key issues that include asymmetry of power, rights of indigenous peoples, and the challenge to address social impacts such as displacement and resettlement due to major infrastructure projects. The section identifies traditional and contemporary actors and their interests on these issues. It will also discuss the evolution and adequacy of social safeguards used in development agencies, financial institutions, and donor agencies. It considers new financing arrangements that support major infrastructure projects and the role of local, national, and international enforcement agencies and agreements.
The fourth section assesses the importance of information and participation in decision-making, and summarizes the issues and concludes with the theme of "Development with Dignity" related to infrastructure. Given that the main actors for sustainable development are governments, citizens, and the private sector, how can the concepts of "free, prior, and informed consent" for infrastructure development be made more meaningful? This section ends with viewpoints on infrastructure that indigenous peoples have expressed in their statements and declarations, including the 2007 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (United Nations General Assembly 2007). This is followed by a broad summary of the issues and dilemmas of balancing the national benefits of development and the well-being of the indigenous people impacted by development. Finally, the chapter summarizes the recommendations f lowing from the analysis.
